!
TAD-It-acIassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201540005-8

ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE A\- WASHINGTON POST

4 July 1985

Bush Seeks to Reassure Allies on

Space Weapons

By Karen DeYoung

Washington Post Foreign Service

LONDON, July 3—Vice President Bush
sought to reassure NATO allies today that the
administration’s Strategic Defense Initiative is
aimed at strengthening rather than doing away
with the concept of nuclear deterrence that has
been the correrstone of postwar alliance defense
strategy.

“Our objective is to strengthen deterrence,
enhance the stability of both the Western Alli-
ance and East-West relations and help ensure
the peace of the world,” Bush said.

Bush also repeated the administration’s belief
that a new round of talks on international trade
should be held—a proposal that was rejected by

France during the economic summit in Bonn in
May.

Bush's remarks in a speech to the Internation-
al Institute of Strategic Studies here, came on
the last day of an 11-day European tour that took
him to seven NATO capitals,

The trip originally was billed in Washington
and Western Europe as a sales tour to promote
SDI. But events, including the hijacking of a U.S.
airliner and the holding of 39 American hostages
for 17 days in Beirut and the recent series of
terrorist bombings, turned its focus to gaining
support for U.S. counterterrorism measures and
trying to coordinate a western response.

During a day and a half of discussions with
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and her gov-
ernment, as well as with other governments an

opposition leaders, Bush said, he had found

“unanimous . . . enthusiasm” for cooperation in a
“wide range of areas,” including preemptive mea-
sures and intelligence sharing. ‘

“The governments of the United Kingdom and
the United States of America declare their de-
termination to work together with all like-mind-
ed states in combating this evil,” Thatcher,
standing with Bush, told reporters outside her
residence.

* Britain, however, declined to join the United
States in ordering legal and diplomatic measures
to isolate Beirut International Airport and crack
down on Lebanon immediately. Thatcher, ac-
cording to a top aide, told Bush she wanted to
consult with other Western European govern-
ments before taking steps such as the withdraw-
al of landing rights for the four weekly Middle
East Airlines flights from Beirut.
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